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an idea even of a particular thing without generalising;
and, therefore, if the brutes have such an idea, they must
also generalize. The fact truly is that the brute has
nothing but perceptions of sense, produced by the
motion of external objects, making an impression upon
the organs of sense; whereas an idea has nothing to
do with motion, and is a thing of pure intellect, being the
perception of the ova-fa or essence of the thing, which may
be indicated by the outward qualities, or bodily affections
of the thing, but is quite different from them.

This is my notion of the idea of a particular thing:, and
this is what I call simply an idea, which may be con-
sidered by the mind either conjointly with the matter of
the substance, or separately. In the first of these ways
it is considered by all savages, and by a great part of the
vulgar among us: and considered in this way it is the
whole thing, both form and matter. In the latter way,
the form is considered without the matter, and then it
Is what we call an abstract idea, or 6Y a^atpecrcws in the
language of Aristotle: but says that philosopher it exists
only Aoyw, and is a mere creature of the mind; whereas,
according to Plato, it has a real existence, out of the mind
of any intelligent being; and for that reason he calls it
the TO 6X or the TO mmos 6V, and such he takes to be the
only stable and permanent thing in Nature. Here lies
the great difference betwixt the two philosophers ; nor
do I know that they differ materially on any other point

Again, this idea may be considered either as in one
thing only, or as in many things: and considered in this
latter way it is called a general idea, which is either a
species or a genus : and, if it is of the highest genera^ such
as the categories, it takes the name of an universal.

This is my notion of, the idea of a particular thing,
which so far as it concerns its existence joined with the
matter of the particular thing, I am sure is the notionas the system of the Universe, with which
